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our office represents a number of community and public interest organizations
concerned wit energy development in california, including our children's Earth,
Southeast Alliance for Environmental Justice and Bayview-Hunters Pont Community
Advocates in_San Francisco. We are commenting briefly on the braft Energy Resource
Investment Plan to make the following points:

1. The emphasis on renewables and efficiency is much appreciated and will
benefit California;

2. The plan on1¥ superficially addresses Environmental Justice. Environmental
justice_requires full and meaningful public participation in decision-making,
pqrpicu1ar1¥ siting issues. The plan fails to address public participation in
siting, a ¢ aring deficienc¥. Us EPA's_draft participation policy requires
1nvo1v1ng the public as early as possible in the process. I urEe you before seeking
to site facilities in or near minority communities that you seek full Earticipation
by the concerned community, including workshops in the areas affected by any draft
proposal to seek approval of a peaker plant. This involvement should occur prior to
filing an application for certification with the california Energy Commission;

3. The_plan proposes a peaker plant in the San Francisco, San Jose corridor.

It is not clear if you mean a natural gas peaker or some other peaker that might
have emissions. We urge you to delete this reference to a peaker and seek to solve
this corridor's issues with upgraded transmission 1ines and the implementation of
your renewable and efficiency planning. Picking on this corridor after sustained
opposition to peakers by particularly minority members of these communities where
such facilities usually get sited (see Latino Issues Forum's steady on peaker siting
by CEC) insensitively smacks of environmental injustice.

Thank you for considering our comments.
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